Shwachman's syndrome consists of a failure of pancreatic development, in which the exocrine component of the gland is largely or completely replaced by fatty tissue. It is associated with other abnormalities: most commonly neutropenia and short stature.1 Measurement of serum immunoreactive trypsin was performed in the investigation of two cases of Shwachman's syndrome and found to be undetectable.
Case reports CASE 1
A boy, who had weighed 2600 g at birth, was referred at the age of 11 months with failure to thrive and a history of diarrhoea associated with visible greasy material in the stools. His mother dated the onset of symptoms to when he was changed to bottle feeding and solids at the age of 3½/2 months, but in retrospect she agreed that his stools had been foul smelling while he was breast fed. She said that he had an insatiable appetite.
Investigation showed a haemoglobin concentration of 123 g/l and white cell count of 9.33x 109/l, 
